VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, FEBrRUARY 1777,

«» Read,

§Jordan,

& Lethrbury,

s Perkins,
Maxwell,

« Hall,
% RidgCIY)
s Stevenfon,

AFFIRMATIV E

10¢

Galloway, Ennalls, S. Chafe, Wright, Downes,
Allein, Henry, Brice, Bordley, Douglafs,
Tuarner, Smoot, Banning, Bithop, Dickinfon,
Jackfon, Craufurd, Kent, Archer, J. T. Chafe.
Maddox, O. Sprigg, Bruff,

NEGATIV E.
Shepherd, Magruder, J. Bond, Williams, Crabb,
R. Bond, Edelen, T. Bond, Waorton, Burgefs.
Bowie, Sheredine, Smithfon,

Adjourned till 3 o’clock.
P O S T MERIDIEM.

T he houfe met. L _
entitled, An a& for the payment of the journal of accounts, read a fecond time by

an efpecial order and will pafs. Scnt to the fenate by Mr. Sheredine and Mr. Smith, They
return and acquaint Mr. Speaker they delivered the bill. |
 The amendments propofed by the fenate to the bill, entitled, An a& relating to the bills of
credit emitted by an a& of aflembly pafl 4 at November {cffion, 1766, were read and reje&ted.
nd reading the draught of inftructions to the delegates to congrefs prepared by the
committce for that purpofe appointed, the fame were confidered and approved, and are as follow :

By the GENERAL ASSEMBLY of MARYLAND, April 18,

INSTRUCTIONS to Samuel Chafe, Wiiliam Paca, William Smith, Benjamin Rum-
fey, and Charles Carrol] of Carrollton, LEfquires, delegates to congrefs,

W E have long and impatiently expeéted that a confed-racy would have been formed

The bill,

On a feco

the United S

its permanen

1777-

between

tates : nothing we apprehend bur the urgency of affuirs more immediately prefling
and necellary wouid have proiraded to this time that eflential meafure.  Without ¢ there will
be no bond of unity amony thefe ftates, no general fuperintending and controuling power ;
when once the obje@ of the fudfifting union ceafes by a happy conclufion of the prefent war,
you, gentlemen, muft be tully feafible of the importance of a permanent confederacy,

cy de;ends on its heing founded in juftice and good policy. On a fubje&t

and that
in which

we feel ourfe!ves and our pofterity will be fo deeply interefted, it becomes our duty thus pub-
¢r our fentiments for the better regulation of your condu@®. We do therefore in-

licly to deliv
ftru& you to

move for a ftricter union and confederacy of the Thirteen United States,

exprefsly to the general aflembly of this fate the power of confirming and ratifying the

federacy, wi
fhould any o
miffion until

the public debt, and the laying down in the confedera

ther weaken

referving
faid con-

thout which ratification we fhall not confider it as binding upon this ftate ; and

ther colony folicit to be admitted into that confederacy, you are to oppofe

fuch ad-

the general aflembly can be informed thereof, and their confent obtained thereto.
Without an ceconomical management of our revenues, it will bcﬂextrcmely difficult to fup-
port this expenfive war ; nothing can contribute more to fuch management than a liqui

than ftrengthen the fouthern ftates, yet as they are accounted property, th

cy fome equitable rule for the afcertaining
‘the quotas of that debt, which the feveral confederating ftates are to pay. We know
liable to fo few exceptions as the number of white inhabitants in each of the ftates ; ne

no rule

groes ra-

oagh of-

arious, and the very young and aged always of an expenfive, nature, we confent
that the negro taxables in this ffate be deemed and taken as part of our people for the p

urpofe of

Reprefentatives ought always to be accountable for their condu& to their conftituents, yet
when their proceedings remain fecret, and their votes on the moft important fubjeéts
known, their conducr, tho’ ever fo cenfurable, will go unpunifhed for want of proper information.

We therefore inftru@ you to move for and endeavour to obtain, that al] the journals
grefs be regularly and expeditioufly publifhed, except fuch parts thereof as relate to military ope-
rations and fecret correfpondence ; that all proceedings of congrefs, and al| quettions

and determined in that body, be entered on their journal, and that the yeas and nays
member, if required by any flate, be taken on every queftion, as ftated and determined by the

houft.

By order, G. DUVALL, «l.

Sent to the fenate for thejr concurrence by Mr. Harrifon and M. Ridgely.
William Paca, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the following meflage :

By the SENA TE, Apil 19, 1777.

Gentlemen,
IN confequence of your meflage of this day b{ Meflieurs Ennalls and Maxwell, we

pointed Geo

rge Plater and Matthew Tilghman,
| Ee

are un-
of con-

agitated
of each

ho. del.

have ap-

fquires, to join the gentlemen named by you

for



